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Global Marketing Strategies for Automotive Aluminum Sheet, Extrusion

and Forged Suspension Businesses

BRAIENE™? M &F"

EAREFR™ qui (1)

Dr. Yasuo TAKAKI Shogo SAKAMOTO Takashi OKA

BAR—"°
Narikazu HASHIMOTO

The need to reduce the weight of automobiles has been increasing year by year due to fuel efficiency
regulations responding to environmental issues. Since the 1980s, there has been a gradual increase in the
use of aluminum sheets for automotive body panels, aluminum extrusions for bumper reinforcements
and door beams, and aluminum forgings for suspension parts. Aluminum has now become indispensable
as an automotive material. Kobe Steel has been developing overseas business by utilizing the material
technology, production technology, and application technology for automotive parts; these technologies
have been cultivated in response to the requirements of Japanese automobile manufacturers. This article
outlines the technological developments in each type of business, the development of overseas production
plants, and the company's efforts to globally supply products of the same quality as those in Japan.
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Fig. 1 Movement of fuel consumption and CO, criteria stricter in
passenger car "’
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Fig. 3 Supply scheme of automotive aluminum sheet to China by Kobe steel group
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Fig. 6 History of technology development and overseas expansion of forged suspension of aluminum alloy in Kobe Stee
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Table 1 Annual production capacity of each plant

Plant Annual production capacity
(pesiy)
Daian (Japan) 4,000,000
KAAP (USA) 7,000,000
KAAP-C (China) 2,000,000
Ttotal 13,000,000
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